New York City

Area: 832 square metres

Number of inhabitants: 7 324 000

(Manhattan: about 1,5 million; Brooklyn: 2,3 million; Bronx: about 1,2 million; Queens: 1,9 million; the state Island: 379 thousand. 

The state of New York has about 18 million inhabitants.

Administration: New York City consists of five boroughs (Manhattan, Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens and the state Island) and lies in the state of New York whose statecapital is Albany, 250 kilometres in the north of New York City.

These five boroughs are governed by a city council. The council and the mayor are selected every four years.

History

New York was just an indian village when Giovanni da Verrazano sailed into the New York Bay searching for the Northwestpassage to Japan and China.

Henry Hudson was sent from Holland to search after the passage to Japan and China in 1609. He didn´t find it but he sailed up the Hudson River, which has got it´s name after him.

In 1624 were the first Dutch families sent over to the new continent and a city was founded: Nieuw Amsterdam. The city had 200 inhabitants in 1625. Peter Minuit became the first governor in Nieuw Amsterdam. He bought (he considered) Manhattan from the indians for pearls and other things for a value of 24 dollars.

In 1639, Jonas Bronck came to Nieuw Amsterdam and he bought Bronx from the indians.

The Englishmen attacked Nieuw Amsterdam in 1664 and the inhabitants surrended without a struggle. After the victory the Englishmen changed the name of the city to New York. 

The Dutchmen took back the city in 1673 but they had to give it back because of the Westminsteragreement. 

The Englishmen started building harbours, storage pits and churches in their new city. The first newspapers were made and a theatre was built. Under the eightteenth century (1700) was there a high population raise. In the first population count were there 33 000 inhabitants in New York.

The americans didn´t like the Englishmen and they were annoyed over that everything was controlled from London. It ended with the american revolution (1776-83). A rebellion started in Boston with George Washington leading the americans and they became independent in 1776.

After more than 100 years of english control, the last english soldier left New York in the 25th of November in 1783. In 1789 did the same George Washington swear the oath as the first president of USA in the Federal Hall in New York, which became the first capital in the young nation.

Robert Fulton sailed with his new-inventioned steamvessel up the Hudson River and New York became a big harbour-city when the first ship sailed through the new Eriechannel from Buffalo to New York. With 152 000 inhabitants New York became the biggest city in USA.

The last of the dutch part of the city dissapeard in a huge fire in 1835 when almost 700 buildings were ruined. People started building up new buildings and the brown sandstone from Connecticut were used to the buildings. Many brownstones are still left in New York.

In 1846, after the potatostarv in Ireland, many poor Irishmen came to USA and a lot of them had to live in immigrantghettos. 

By 1860 were there 800 000 inhabitants in New York, to compare with 1840 when it only were 300 000 inhabitants. Under the civil war (1861-65) New York holded a low profile. The rich commercialmen had economical needs in the Southern States and violent tumults arose when the Northern States began to call in New York´s young men. The Northern States won the war and New York struggled to be the biggest, the fastest and the most expensive city. Under these years were many monumental buildings built, such as the Metropolitan Museum, the Brooklyn Bridge and the old Metropolitan Opera House. The immigration from Ireland, Great Britain, Germany, Scandinavia, Italy and the most of East Europe increased and 1892 they had to arrange a whole Island - Ellis Island – as immigrationoffice. In 1898 Manhattan united with the neighbourmunicipalities to a big municipality, Greater New York, with almost 3,5 inhabitants. In 1902 came the first real skyscrape, The Flatrion Building, and the next year 850 000 immigrants passed through Ellis Island. The first black people started moving to Harlem, and Greenwich Village became the theatrepeoples, writers and the artists home. In 1906 went 71 percent of USA:s merchantdise with other countries by New York. In 1946 New York was chosen as the seat for United Nations. The population number in 1950 were 7 891 957 inhabitants. In 1964 some racedisturbances arised in Harlem. In the 70´s and the 80´s New York got economical problems. 

Thousands of american industrialconcernes have their mainoffice in New York. There are lots of universities, schools, skyscrapes and other things in the city which sleeps.

